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WATER  SUPPLY  OUTLOOK 
COLORADO  RIVER  DRAINAGE 
March  1,  19S2 


Snow  accumulation  on  the  headwaters  of  ihe  Colorado  River  in 
Colorado,  Wyoming  and  New  Mexico  to  March  1  is  very  much  above 
normal.    In  most  areas  in  Colorado  the  snow  water  contents 
measured  on  March  1,  19^2  far  exceed  any  previous  measurement 
on  this  date.    Snow  is  also  unusually  deep  in  valley  elevations 
above  6,000  feet.    Snow  melt  season  runoff  may  be  near  maximum 
of  record  for  the  Upper  Colorado  River  Basin.    Soil  moisture 
conditions  are  reported  as  good  over  the  Upper  Colorado  River 
Basin,    Reservoir  storage  in  the  upper  basin  is  about  the  same 
as  a  year  ago. 

The  water  supply  outlook  for  Arizona  tributaries  is  much  better 
than  for  several  years.    Precipitation  has  been  above  normal 
during  the  fall  and  winter  months  and  streamflow  has  been  extreme- 
ly   high  on  the  Salt  River. 


COLORADO  RIVER  AND  TRIBUTARIES 
IN  COLORADO 

Colorado  River  (Above  Glenwood  Springs) t    The  snow  cover  on  the  Colorado 
River  above  Glenwood  Springs  is  l6l  percent  of  normal  and  substantially  above 
a  year  ago.    Similar  snow  fall  has  occurred  over  the  Upper  Colorado  River 
watershed  including  the  Blue,  Roaring  Fork  and  Eagle  drainages  and  the  Grand 
Mesa  area  near  Grand  Junction.    The  snow  cover  is  unusually  heavy  in  valley 
areas  near  Kremmling,  Eagle  and  in  Glenwood  Canyon.    Soil  moisture  conditions 
are  reported  as  good  and  stream  flow  above  normal.    Storage  in  Green  Mountain 
reservoir  is  now  about  93*800  feet  as  compared  to  7h,600  a  year  ago  on  this 
date. 

Gunnison  River:    On  the  headwaters  of  the  Gunnison  River  and  the  North  Fork  of 
the  Gunnison  the  snow  cover  is  unusually  high.    For  all  snow  courses  on  the 
watershed  the  percentage  of  normal  is  16U  percent.    On  the  Taylor  and  East  Rivers 
and  on  Tomichi  Creek  the  snow  cover  is  near  200  percent  of  normal.    Soil  moisture 
conditions  are  reported  as  excellent  and  stream  flow  about  normal.    Storage  in 
Taylor  Park  Reservoir  is  now  5>Uj900  acre  feet  as  compared  to  U9>800  acre-feet 
on  March  1,  19£l. 

Yampa  and  White  Rivers t    On  the  Yampa  River  the  snow  cover  is  near  a  record  high 
for  March  1#    The  heavy  snow  extends  into  the  Steamboat  Springs  area  and  to 
lower  elevations.    Similar  conditions  exist  on  the  Elk  and  Little  Snake  Rivers 
which  are  tributaries  to  the  Yampa,    Precipitation  has  been  above  normal  and 
soil  moisture  conditions  will  be  excellent  when  the  snow  melts  at  lower  eleva- 
tions.   On  the  White  River  snow  cover  is  slightly  less  than  for  the  Yampa  at 
lUO  percent  of  normal.    Soil  moisture  in  the  Meeker  area  is  reported  as  very 
good.    Stream  flow  is  above  normal, 

San  Juan  and  Animas  Riverst  snow  cover  on  the  San  Juan  mountains  as  of  March  1 
is  at  a  record  high  for  this  date.    On  some  courses  snow  water  contents  were  as 


high  as  have  been  recorded  at  any  previous  data  on  April  or  May  1,    Snow  also 
extends  to  valley  elevations  with  over  one  foot  remaining  on  the  ground  at 
Durango.    Soil  moisture  conditions  are  excellent  over  "the  San  Juan  Basin. 
Stream  flow  is  above  normal.    With  normal  snow  fall  for  the  remainder  of  the 
season  the  summer  flow  of  the  San  Juan  and  its  tributaries  will  be  higher  than 
for  any  year  since  snow  surveys  were  started  in  1936.    Storage  in  Vallecito 
Reservoir  is  26,800  acre-feet  as  compared  to  25,000  acre-feet  on  March  1,  19!?1# 

Dolores  River:    On  the  headwaters  of  the  Dolores  and  San  Miguel  the  snow  cover 
as  of  March  1  is  very  high.    Soil  moisture  conditions  are  excellent  and  stream 
flow  well  above  normal  for  this  date.    The  watershed  is  covered  with  snow 
above  6,5>00  feet  elevation  with  some  snow  in  cultivated  areas.    Range  condi- 
tions are  reported  as  fair.    The  snow  melt  season  runoff  of  this  tream  will 
be  much  above  normal, 

GREEN  RIVER  IN  WYOMING 

In  contrast  with  other  Colorado  River  tributaries  the  snow  cover  on  the  head- 
waters of  the  Green  River  in  Wyoming  is  about  normal  and  substantially  less  than 
a  year  ago. 

COLORADO  RIVER  AND 
TRIBUTARIES  IN  ARIZONA 

Most  of  the  snow  surveys  were  made  prior  to  or  on  March  1.    On  March  1  and  2,  a 
general  storm  occurred  throughout  the  State  which  left  between  18  and  30  inches 
of  new  snow  on  the  watersheds.    Therefore,  this  must  be  considered  in  evaluating 
the  snow  courses  measured  before  the  1st  of  March.    Measurements  made  after 
March  2  include  the  new  snow  depths. 

Verde  River  Drainage:    Snow  water  content  varies  from  6  to  10  inches  at  the  high- 
er elevations  of  this  drainage  above  6,^00  feet.    The  soil  is  saturated  and 
prospects  for  run-fff  are  very  good.    There  is  a  possibility  that  the  reservoirs 
on  the  Verde  River  Drainage  will  spill  by  the  end  of  April,  providing  precipi- 
tation is  normal  to  that  date.     Based  on  March  1  snow  surveys,  the  flow  of  the 
Verde  River  above  Horseshoe  for  the  period  March  and  April  is  forecast  at  95,000 
acre  feet.    This  forecast  may  be  raised  after  an  investigation  of  snow  condi- 
tions is  made  the  middle  of  the  month. 

Salt  River  Drainage:    There  is  still  a vailable  on  the  higher  elevations  of  the 
Salt  River  Drainage  between  12  and  15>  inches  of  snow  water  content.    Some  of  the 
lower  elevation  courses  around  7,000  feet  have  only  traces  of  snow,  but  soil 
moisture  conditions  are  excellent.    Therefore,  prospects  for  runoff  continue  to 
be  good.    Based  on  March  1  snow  surveys,  the  forecast  for  the  flow  of  the  Salt 
River  Drainage  above  Roosevelt,  March  through  May,  is  300,000  acre  feet, 

Gila  River  Drainage:    Soil  moisture  conditions  on  the  Gila  River  are  good  but 
snow  cover  is  not  sufficient  to  produce  a  good  runoff*    Runoff  into  the  San 
Carlos  Reservoir  on  the  Gila  River  Drainage  will  be  below  normal.    It  is  probable 
that  the  San  Carlos  Reservoir  will  store  no  more  than  200,000  acre-feet  by  the 
end  of  May. 

Prospects  are  that  the  total  reservoir  storage  in  the  Salt  River  Project  will  be 
the  same  as  was  forecast  January  31,  1952,  '         1PU00,000  acre  feet  by  the 
end  of  May. 


WATER  CONTENT  OF  SNOW  ON  THE  WATERSHEDS  OF 
PLATTE , ARKANSAS, UPPER  COLORADO  AND  RIO  GRANDE  BASINS 
BASED  ON  SNOW  SURVEYS  MADE  APPROXIMATELY  FIRST   DAY  OF  MONTH 

In  Percent  of  normal 
March  1,  1952 
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Federal  -  State  -  Private 
COOPERATIVE  SNOW  SURVEYS 


Furnishes  the  basic  data 
necessary  for  forecasting 
water  supply  for  irrigation, 
domestic  and  municipal  water 
supply,  hydro-electric  power 
generation,  navigation, 
mining  and  industry 


"WATER  IS  THE  WEST'S  GREATEST  RESOURCE' 


